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Seattle Chinatown International District Preservation and Development
Authority (SCIDpda)

Request for Qualifications (RFQ)
for

Construction Contract
for

5th Avenue South Subgrade Repair and Sidewalk Replacement

1. Introduction to RFQ

Submittals will be received at the Seattle Chinatown International District Preservation and
Development Authority (“SCIDpda”), 409B Maynard Avenue South, Seattle, Washington 98104,
until 2:00 PM local time on July 16, 2024 for:

Providing construction services for a subgrade repair and sidewalk replacement project
between 5th Avenue South and The Publix Hotel, a building located at 504 5th Avenue South,
Seattle WA on parcel 5247801655. The project will consist of removing the existing sidewalk,
placing CDF subgrade to fill the void, and installing a Standard Plan 420 sidewalk.

SCIDpda, with technical support from SDOT, along with project partner The Publix Apartments,
jointly referred to as “Project Team" is requesting statements of qualifications from construction
firms with prior experience in providing construction services for subgrade repair and sidewalk
installation in the City of Seattle.

The response to this solicitation should therefore describe the specific type of experience,
identify the composition of the construction team, and include resumes of all key personnel who
will be assigned to the project. The response must also describe the scope of services to be
provided, team organization, and management plan.

The submission should be limited to responding to the above and as further described later in
this solicitation. The Project Team’s intent is to issue this RFQ, review all submitted information,
short list for interview, and then make a final selection.

Firms may be asked to submit supplemental information during the review of submittals or at
the interview. The proposed schedule for design team selection is as follows:

1. June 18, 2024 Public Issuance of RFQ
2. June 25, 2024 Site walkthrough for all firms at 9:00 AM PST
3. July 16 , 2024 Submittals due to SCIDpda by 2:00 PM PST (1 electronic, 3 hard copies)
4. July 19 , 2024 Notice of Short-Listed Firms
5. July 22-26, 2024 Interviews
6. July 29, 2024 Select Firm and Negotiate contract
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The remaining sections of this solicitation are organized as follows:
● Part 2 presents an overview of the project.
● Part 3 describes the required tasks of this effort.
● Part 4 describes the criteria for selecting the consultant who will perform these services.
● Part 5 delineates other conditions and requirements of this solicitation.
● Part 6 specifies the instructions for submittals.

Please read the entire RFQ carefully prior to preparing the submittal.

2. Overview of the 5th Avenue South Subgrade Repair and Sidewalk
Replacement Project

General Description
In 2011, a public works project replaced the wooden pole, supporting trolley wires, in front of
the Publix Apartments. When the public entity was done with their work, they could not
perform a standard sidewalk restoration due to the condition of the subgrade below the walk.
The historic condition of the concrete walk was spanning between a corbel on the face of
building and the back of the curb. There is a void (of varying sizes) under the walk, along most of
this frontage. This void extends into unfinished basement areas of the Publix building. Until that
void is filled, the walk needs to span it. The walk is or was a structural element. The public entity
placed the asphalt patch at their excavation in the walk, which is still there. The current project
will fill this space and provide a suitable base for a conventional sidewalk.

Since their work in 2011, there have been several attempts by the Publix Apartments owner to
have the sidewalk restored and the street repaired. The concrete walk was removed, and
temporarily restored with asphalt by the public entity. The current condition of this walk is not
due to anything that the building owner initiated, nor is it directly related to the building.

This most recent effort to repair the walk has been through the Seattle Department of
Transportation (SDOT). SDOT was able to locate funds to cover the costs of removing the
existing walk, placing CDF subgrade to fill the void, and installing a standard 420 walk. SCIDpda
received a grant from SDOT in order to pay for this work. Once this is done, in the future, if any
work needs to occur at or under the sidewalk, standard restoration measure may be used by the
agency involved.

In a separate issue, there has been pavement settling in 5th Ave South (between the curbs) in
the general area of this pole. Based on images from Google maps going back to 2008, this issue
predates the public entity’s work on this pole, and their temporary sidewalk repair.

When the sidewalk is opened up, and conditions between the curb and the building can be
observed, SDOT should be given the opportunity to view the current conditions to see if there is
anything at the east side of the street wall, which provides indications of what may be going on
under the street, west of the wall.

Any repair of the street is beyond the scope of this RFQ. Note that based on record drawings in
the City’s Engineering archive, there is a wall under the curb, down about 20-ft below the
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surface. The condition we have is similar to an areaway, but the building side of the curb was
never finished as an areaway.

Design Documents
The following design documents are enclosed for reference. Signed, approved, documents will
be provided before the beginning of work.

● SDOT permit # SUSIP0000719 (includes design and topographic survey)

● Geotechnical letter defining proposed CDF design.

Anticipated Project Schedule

Permit Submittal 2023-Ongoing
Building Permit Issuance August 2024 (estimated)
Construction Start October 2024

3. Required Work Tasks

Pre-Construction
● Contractor will be required to make submittals and request inspections through the

City’s permit portal.
o Obtain an account
o Make the following submittals for approval before the permit is issued:

▪ Pre-construction Materials (RAMS)
▪ Certificate of Insurance
▪ Phase Schedule Manager
▪ Right of Way Impact Plan
▪ Other documents and materials as requested by SDOT

o Respond to comments and resubmit until each item is approved.

Construction
All work in the city right-of-way shall meet current city standards and specifications:
• 2023 Construction Standard Specifications
• 2023 Standard Plans for Municipal Construction

The General Contractor shall provide full general contracting services for construction of the
Project including work by subcontractors and any design-build contractors.

The General Contractor is expected to work collaboratively and proactively with the Project
Team and the Design Team (Coughlan Porter Lundeen) in a manner which supports the project’s
efforts, goals, and objectives and to maintain budget and schedule. This includes working closely
with a ground-floor commercial tenant that will be impacted by construction to schedule work.
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4. Criteria for Selection

In order to qualify for consideration for an interview, the respondent must meet the following
requirements. Failure to meet all the requirements is just cause for rejection of the response by
the Project Team.

The Respondent shall specifically address, in order, each of the following requirements in the
response to this RFQ:

Criterion #1: The respondent must have provided construction for a similar project(s) within the
past five (5) years. The submittal must identify the specific project(s) which qualify under this
criterion.

Criterion #2: The respondent identifies and has on staff a Project Lead, a Project Manager,
Project Superintendent and Lead estimator who have experience in similar affordable housing
projects. The submittal must include resumes for all key team members and identify their
availability during the project schedule as described.

Criterion #3: The respondent demonstrates the ability of the team to absorb the anticipated
workload during the anticipated time period for this design and construction effort and to
provide sufficient qualified staff commensurate with the proposed schedule at all times.

Criterion #4: The respondent provides an example of the firm’s experience with public
right-of-way requirements and WMBE participation on the project. It is imperative that the
respondent demonstrate a strong commitment to and history of supporting WMBE and working
with communities/organizations of color.

Criterion #5: The respondent provides a proposed scope of services which describes all work
tasks and explains how the team will complete each task or work element.

Criterion #6: The respondent provides at least 3 references for similar projects.

Criterion #7: The respondent provide the following General Contractor documents:
● Current Washington State General Contractors License
● Proof of General Liability Insurance
● Current bonding capacity
● Disclosure of any claims, lawsuits or formal disputes over work or services in the past

five (5) years exceeding $50,000

Criterion #8: The respondent proposes a fixed fee for construction services as described above.
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5. Other Conditions & Requirements

A. All submittals for this RFQ received by the Project Team shall remain valid for ninety (90)
days from the date of submittal.

B. The Project Team reserves the right to reject any or all submittals if none of the
submissions are responsive to its needs.

C. The Project Team is not liable for any cost incurred by the submitter prior to execution of
the contract.

D. Compensation for services by the selected contractor for this construction services will
be negotiated with said contractor.

E. The contract between the successful submitter and the Project Team shall include all
documents mutually entered into, specifically including the contract instrument and the
response to the RFQ. The contract must include, and be consistent with, the
specifications and provisions stated in the RFQ.

F. The Project Team prioritizes minority- and women-owned firms and community-based
organizations to submit proposals. Women-owned firms shall be at least 51 percent
owned and controlled by women, and minority-owned firms at least 51 percent owned
and controlled by minority persons. Minority person shall mean any ethnic minority
person who is a resident of the United States or its territories, including Asians/Pacific
Islanders, persons of African descent, Hispanics, and Native Americans/Alaskan Natives.
Minority- and women-owned firms shall be certified with the Washington State Office of
Minority and Women’s Business Enterprises.

G. SCIDpda and project funders will require Washington State Prevailing residential wages
are paid on the project.

6. Required Submittal Instructions

1. On the cover sheet of the response, the respondent shall list the following information
of the prime consultant: firm name, address, phone number, email address, and name of
contact person. The title of the submittal shall be: Statement of Qualifications for the
5th Avenue South Subgrade Repair and Sidewalk Replacement

2. One (1) electronic and three (3) hard copies of the information to be submitted shall be
prepared in accordance with, and in the order of, the format guidelines below. Failure to
comply is just cause for rejection of the response by the Project Team.

3. The order of information presentations must be as follows:

4. Section 1: Response to RFQ Criteria. Specific responses to each of the eight criteria
described in Part 4 of this solicitation. Submitters may include suggestions for additional
tasks, innovative ideas, or alternative procedures for completing this project.
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5. Section 2: Supplemental Relevant Project Descriptions. As a supplement, expand on the
previously identified projects in the Criteria for Selection section. Please include a list of
references for similar other projects performed by the design team.

6. Hard copy submittals are due at SCIDpda’s Hing Hay Coworks office, 409B Maynard
Avenue South, Seattle, Washington 98104, by no later than 2:00 PM local time on July
16, 2024.

7. Any questions about this solicitation must be submitted in writing on the attached form
to SCIDpda via email, addressed to An Huynh, Director of Community Development, at
AnH@scidpda.org. Deadline for receipt of questions is 2:00 PM, local time on June 25,
2024.

8. The Project Team’s response to the questions posed above will be emailed to all
requesters of the RFQ by 5 PM local time on June 27, 2024.

9. The Project Team may cancel this RFQ at any time for any reason.

10. Submittals are limited to ten (10) double-sided pages for a total of twenty (20) pages.
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SHEET FOR RFQ CLARIFICATION QUESTIONS

Request for Qualifications (RFQ)

Construction Contract

5th Avenue South Subgrade Repair and
Sidewalk Replacement

Date:_______________ No. of Pages (including cover)________

TO: An Huynh From:___________________________
Director of Cmmty Dev. _______________________________
SCIDpda _______________________________
Direct Line: 206-838-8715 _______________________________
Email: AnH@scidpda.org _______________________________

Please print or type your questions here and email
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17425 NE Union Hill Road, Suite 250 

Redmond, Washington 98052 

425.861.6000 

 

August 23, 2023 

Seattle Chinatown International District Preservation and Development Authority 

409 Maynard Avenue South, Suite P-2 

PO Box 3302 

Seattle, Washington 98114 

Attention: Jamie Lee  

Subject: Geotechnical Engineering Recommendations 

Publix Sidewalk Repair 

Seattle, Washington  

GeoEngineers File No. 24009-001-00 

INTRODUCTION AND PROJECT UNDERSTANDING 

This letter presents the results of GeoEngineers Inc.’s (GeoEngineers’) geotechnical engineering services 

in support of the proposed sidewalk repair project next to the Publix Hotel, in Seattle, Washington.  The 

location of the site is shown on the Vicinity Map, Figure 1.  

Based on our communication with Coughlin Porter Lundeen (CPL), the project civil engineer, we understand 

that the sidewalk to be repaired is next to the Publix Hotel, approximately 11.5 feet wide along 5th Avenue 

South, in Seattle, Washington, as shown in Site Plan, Figure 2.  The Publix Hotel has a partial basement 

level with a sloping ground surface from the basement level to the sidewalk on the west side of the hotel.  

The existing sidewalk bears on corbels attached to the Publix Hotel foundation system.  The Publix Hotel 

foundation system consists of deep foundations (driven piles).  Pile caps and piles are intermittent under 

the west exterior wall of the hotel building. An existing counterfort retaining wall is located approximately 

at the back of the curb along the east side of 5th Avenue South.  Figure 3 presents a typical cross section 

of the west side of the Publix Hotel basement and 5th Avenue South sidewalk. 

The objectives of GeoEngineers’ geotechnical engineering services are to provide our geotechnical design 

recommendations in support of the 5th Avenue South sidewalk repair to prevent sloughing of soil from under 

the sidewalk into the hotel basement. 

SUBSURFACE CONDITIONS 

Based on our review of the nearby borings, that include GEI-1, B-2, and B-4 (2), as shown in Figure 2, the 

site is underlain by fill overlying beach deposits. Fill up to about 50 feet thick generally consists of loose to 

medium dense, fine to coarse sand with variable silt and gravel content and soft to stiff silt with variable 

sand and gravel content, and assorted debris including ash, coal, wood, and brick. Interbedded soft to stiff 

clay layers were encountered within the fill, about 25 to 45 feet below ground surface (bgs).  
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GROUNDWATER CONDITIONS 

Groundwater was encountered at depths of 25 to 36 feet bgs in the reviewed nearby borings. We anticipate 

the groundwater level will fluctuate as a function of seasonal precipitation and with fluctuations in rainfall 

duration and intensity.  

SLOPE STBILITY ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Figure 3 presents the typical cross section of the crawl space between the hotel basement and the adjacent 

sidewalk. We understand that to prevent sloughing of soil from under the sidewalk into the hotel basement, 

a controlled density fill (CDF) trench behind the crawl space and the sidewalk at the Publix building property 

line is considered as an option. The intent of the CDF trench is to eliminate the need for the new sidewalk 

to bear on the Publix Building corbels (sidewalk to be supported on grade) and to retain the soil below the 

sidewalk.  To determine the required dimensions of the CDF trench (width and embedment), we completed 

slope stability analyses.  

Based on the typical cross section as shown in Figure 3, the slope is oriented at approximately 1.5H:1.0V 

(horizontal to vertical) with the vertical distance from the top of the sidewalk to the soil surface at the 

property line (D) ranging from 3 feet to 6 feet deep. The total crawl space depth was estimated to be 13 feet. 

A surcharge load of 250 pounds per square foot (psf) was applied along the road (5th Ave. S.) adjacent to 

the sidewalk.  

Figure 4 presents the slope stability analysis results. With a CDF trench that has a 2-foot embedment below 

the ground surface at the property line and a width equal to 0.7H, where H is the height of CDF 

(H = D+2 feet), the critical slip surfaces generally go through the toe of crawl space slope with a minimum 

factor of safety (FOS) of 1.42.  

Based on the slope stability analysis results, we recommend a 2-foot embedment of the CDF trench below 

the ground surface elevation at the property line and a minimum width of the CDF trench as 70% of the 

trench depth (including embedment).  

The CDF should meet the requirements of the City of Seattle Standard Specification Section 2-10.2(3)A2.  
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\We appreciate the opportunity to assist you with this project. Please call if you have any questions 

regarding this report.  

Sincerely, 

GeoEngineers, Inc. 

 

 

 

Michelle Deng, PhD, PE Matthew W. Smith, PE 

Geotechnical Engineer Senior Principal 

MD:MWS:mls 

Attachments: 

Figure 1. Vicinity Map 

Figure 2. Site Plan 

Figure 3. Typical Cross Section 

Figure 4. Slope Stability Analysis  

One copy submitted electronically 

Disclaimer: Any electronic form, facsimile or hard copy of the original document (email, text, table, and/or figure), if provided, and any attachments are only a copy 
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Figure 1
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Source(s):
• ESRI

Coordinate System: NAD 1983 UTM Zone 10N
Disclaimer: This figure was created for a specific purpose and project. Any use of this figure
for any other project or purpose shall be at the user's sole risk and without liability to GeoEngineers.
The locations of features shown may be approximate. GeoEngineers makes no warranty or
representation as to the accuracy, completeness, or suitability of the figure, or data contained
therein. The file containing this figure is a copy of a master document, the original of which is
retained by GeoEngineers and is the official document of record.
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Publix Sidewalk Repair
Seattle, Washington
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Source(s):
· Aerial from Google Earth Pro, dated 8/21/2022
· Proposed site features from Coughlin, Porter, & Lundeen, dated 6/19/23

Projection:  WA State Plane, North Zone, NAD83, US Foot

Disclaimer:  This figure was created for a specific purpose and project.  Any use of this figure for any other
project or purpose shall be at the user's sole risk and without liability to GeoEngineers.  The locations of
features shown may be approximate.  GeoEngineers makes no warranty or representation as to the accuracy,
completeness, or suitability of the figure, or data contained therein.  The file containing this figure is a copy of
a master document, the original of which is retained by GeoEngineers and is the official document of record. Feet 

0

B-1

GEI-1 Boring by GeoEngineers, Inc., 2006

Boring by Hart Crowser, 1985
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Figure 3

Typical Cross Section

Publix Sidewalk Repair

Seattle, WashingtonSource(s): “30% Street Improvement Plan for 504 5th Ave S.” drawing set, prepared by Coughlin Porter Lundeen for Seattle Department of Transportation, dated 6/19/2023

Disclaimer:  This figure was created for a specific purpose and project.  Any use of this figure for any other project or purpose shall be at 

the user's sole risk and without liability to GeoEngineers.  The locations of features shown may be approximate. GeoEngineers makes no 

warranty or representation as to the accuracy, completeness, or suitability of the figure, or data contained therein.  The file containing this 

figure is a copy of a master document, the original of which is retained by GeoEngineers and is the official document of record.
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Figure 4

Slope Stability Analysis Results

Publix Sidewalk Repair

Seattle, Washington

Disclaimer:  This figure was created for a specific purpose and project.  Any use of this figure for any other project or purpose shall be at 

the user's sole risk and without liability to GeoEngineers.  The locations of features shown may be approximate. GeoEngineers makes no 

warranty or representation as to the accuracy, completeness, or suitability of the figure, or data contained therein.  The file containing this 

figure is a copy of a master document, the original of which is retained by GeoEngineers and is the official document of record.
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